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Well-Being in a Bottle
Cognis has honoured the commercial 
success of Vegapure, a plant sterol ester 
for lowering blood cholesterol, by giving 
its internal Innovation Award 2007 to the 
development team responsible for the 
product. This natural-based ingredient was 
developed in close co-operation with a 
renowned international brand manufacturer 
and appeals to consumers’ increasing 
interest in health-promoting food and drinks.

Working closely with one of the world’s 
leading food and beverage brands, a team 
from Cognis Nutrition & Health developed a 
new sterol ester based on special fatty acids. 
The aim was to achieve the highest possible 
product quality while keeping the cost of the ingredient competitive. The latest 
Vegapure product also compares favourably with other sterol esters, in terms of taste, 
oxidative stability, ease of transportation and storage at ambient temperatures.

The new Vegapure product allows a lower dosage to be added to the final 
product than with conventional alternatives. As a result, the manufacture of 
the product requires less energy and produces fewer emissions. The product 
development team also put great effort into ensuring that the sterol esters deliver 
the best possible taste and mouthfeel and, as a result, they can be used even 
in unflavoured dairy products. This was achieved by using the right balance of 
different sterol sources, in combination with a particular fatty acid. “Our goal 
is to provide specialties that help our customers meet the demands of today’s 
wellness and sustainability markets,” said Antonio Trius, CEO of Cognis. “We 
believe that innovation is a key factor in the long-term success of our business, 
and the Innovation Award aims to encourage creativity and original thinking 
in our employees.” The award was first presented in 2001 and recognizes the 
achievements of Cognis employees who have developed innovative solutions for 
new products, processes, marketing approaches or other improvements. Entries 
are judged on various criteria, including market success, potential competitive 
benefits for Cognis’ customers, degree of innovation, and compatibility with Cognis’ 
sustainability strategy (www.cognis.com).

Bilberry Extract for Kidney Protection
A recent study published in the Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry 
has highlighted the fact that bilberry extract offers protection against the renal 
damage caused by potassium bromate (KBrO3) — an environmental pollutant that 
is formed as a by-product during the ozone purification of drinking water. Recent 
concerns have arisen because of its discovery in bottles of mineral water, both in 
the US and in Europe. In addition to fears of carcinogenesis, potassium bromate 
may be toxic in other ways, affecting the kidneys in particular. The substance 
causes the formation of free radicals which, in turn, may trigger harmful 
modification to cell membranes, proteins, enzymes and kidney cell DNA. Bilberry 
extract, by virtue of its exceptional antioxidant properties, proved to be effective 
in reducing the kidney levels of various oxidative stress markers and increasing 
the capacity to absorb free radicals (oxygen radical absorbance capacity — 
ORAC) in renal tissue. 

Commenting on the outcome of this research, Giovanni Appendino, Head 
of R&D in Indena, was resolute: “These results confirm, yet again, the potent 
antioxidant proprieties of bilberry extract in vivo. Anthocyanins, a class of 
highly unstable compounds, are active principles found in bilberry. Their 
content may vary and depends on factors such as the origin of the plant and 
the purification technology applied. Indena attaches great importance to the 
standardization of raw materials and processes, and is in the forefront of 
developing analytical methodology for the characterization of plant extracts, 
so that the composition of the products we offer our clients can be identified, 
certified and reproduced.” The study was conducted by researchers from the 
Chinese Universities of Shenyang and Jinan, in collaboration with BRAND’S 
Health Science Centre of Cerebos Pacific Ltd. Various parameters of renal 
toxicity were analysed before and after the administration of Mirtoselect 
(extract of Vaccinium myrtillus L). In vivo tests showed how the administration 
of Mirtoselect could limit the renal damage induced by the bromate, and bring 
about the normalization of all blood and tissue parameters typically affected by 
potassium bromate intoxication (www.indena.com).

Raisio Group Strengthens its Position in Asia
Raisio Group has opened an office in Bangkok. The functional food market 
is still in its infancy in Asia, but the company’s Benecol food ingredient — 
and its unique heart health concept — is well positioned to benefit from 
the health focus currently under way in the food and beverage industry 
there. Setting up an office in Bangkok will further strengthen Raisio Group’s 
position in Asia. “We believe that Asia will bring growth to our business. 
It is a vast market and there is a real and increasing need for cholesterol-
lowering functional foods that offer people the possibility to manage their 
well-being in a convenient way,” said Mikko Laavainen, Commercial 
Director, Raisio Ingredients Division.

Raisio’s business model is to partner with local food and dietary 
supplement companies and to combine their expertise with the scientific 
and marketing knowledge of the Benecol team. “Our main task is to sign up 
business partners and make Benecol products available to the consumers in 
this vast and important area,” said Chaiyoot Trongkamoltum, Area Director 
Japan, SEA, South Korea & Oceania, Raisio Ingredients Division, and Head of 
the Bangkok office. For more information, visit www.benecol.net.
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